CITY OF MOAB RESOLUTION NO. 60-2019
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING VULNERABILITY, CONSEQUENCES, AND ADAPTATION PLANNING (VCAP) RECOMMENDATIONS

WHEREAS, drought and a reduced water supply are concerns in the Spanish Valley and Moab Region, in part, because there is uncertainty in terms of the quantity of water available in the region’s groundwater; and
WHEREAS, The City of Moab’s temperature has risen by 1.9 degrees F since 2000 compared to 20th century average; and
WHEREAS, two of the fifth driest years since 1895 have occurred since 2000 and climate models indicate that the climate of the Moab region will continue to warm well into the 21st Century; and
WHEREAS, a warmer future climate will create mild drought conditions even during years of average precipitation by increasing evaporation transpiration; and
WHEREAS, models for Spanish Valley predict an increase in the number and severity of wildfires; and
WHEREAS, models predict more extreme precipitation events; and
WHEREAS, increasing urban development and impervious surfaces, work in opposition to the collective goal of increasing regional water supply; and
WHEREAS, the municipal government is responsible to promote the public health and safety of its residents, including access to clean air, clean water and a livable environment; and
WHEREAS, the City of Moab, Grand Water and Sewer Service Agency, San Juan Spanish Valley Special Service District, and other key water supply stakeholders should systematically examine and address anticipated impacts of climate hazards to mitigate climate risks.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Moab City Council and Mayor as follows:
1. Adopt the following recommendations and direct staff to evaluate amending land-use codes accordingly to ameliorate the negative changes associated with the effects of our changing climate:
· Evaluate repairing the connection to Grand Water and Sewer Service Agency in order to reduce its winter groundwater pumping and manage our winter overflow. 
· Amend commercial building codes to require buildings greater than 5,000 square feet to install gray water systems and require all buildings have WaterSense fixtures and rain catchment systems.
· Incentivize rain catchments as dual storm water management and non-potable supply for irrigation for residential structures.
· Review and amend water conservation regulations to achieve consistency among the City, Grand County, and San Juan County based on input from staff and Water Conservation & Drought Advisory Board.
· Evaluate options for creating and maintaining large shallow basins to capture storm water.
· Evaluate amending building codes and regulations requiring sediment traps, bio-retention buffers/swales, and pervious pavement to slow runoff in new developments.
· Pursue grants or consider setting aside storm water management fees to fund landscaping incentives equaling $45,000 for residents and $5,000 for commercial customers to slow the flow and reduce erosion (i.e., terracing, ponds, gravel pits). 
· Increase education and availability of mulch. 
· Participate in Ground Water Monitoring Plan (i.e., purchase probe/weir - $3,000).
2. Effective Date and Duration.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage by the City Council, regardless of the date of publication. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by a majority of the City Council, this 12th day of November 2019.

By: __________________________			_________________
Emily S. Niehaus, Mayor 					Date


Attest:

By: ___________________________			________________
Sommar Johnson, Recorder				Date
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